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Local Club Gets 
Acknowledged on 

Live Television
Hands4Paws is a club at 
school that’s solely based 
on bettering the commu-
nity. Their main focus is 
to help dogs and animals, 
but they also host charity 
events, provide services, and  
donate to organizations 
that work to help the  
people in Buckeye. During 
the pandemic, Hands4Paws 
was at a standstill and 
wasn’t able to do as much 
as they normally would to 
help out the community, 
but they still managed to 
host a golf outing last spring 
in order to raise money for 
a local police dog to have a 
vest. This charity event was  
especially important be-
cause the vest that police 
dogs use is custom made 

HANDS4PAWS:  
CLUB ON THE RISE! 

GREETINGS FROM 
YOUNGKER HIGH!

OCTOBER UPCOMING EVENTS

We are very excited to complete our 
first nine weeks of the 2021-2022 school 
year at Youngker High School.

Special thanks to all of our facul-
ty, staff, students, and  parents  for a  
very  successful resumption of in person 
learning at YHS.  We are very proud of the 
accomplishments of our collective  
educational community and are look-
ing forward to continuing to build on 
the positive momentum generated 
during our first quarter.

-DR. MIKE SIVERTSON
 PRINCIPAL

Fun Facts!

• I love to play golf

• I love to read

• I was a football player in 
College

•I am an ASU fan!

to fit each dog, so they are 
expensive. Police dogs get 
sent into danger before of-
ficers do, so the vests they 
use could potentially save 
them from serious dan-
ger. For all of the hard work 
Hands4Paws put into get-
ting a custom-made vest 
for Drax, the local news 
crew came in to acknowl-
edge their efforts and 
show appreciation for it. On  
August 26th, news  
station personnel, a fellow 
officer from the Buckeye  
Police Department, and 
Drax came in to accept the 
vest from the students. The 
club members got to experi-
ence going on live television 
and being honored by our 
local heroes. Hands4Paws 
will continue to be a positive 
aspect in our community 
and work to give back. Stay 
tuned for upcoming events 
and opportunities for you to 
contribute as well! 

By: Anaya Price

19 21

20

FR-SO / JV/ Varsity  

Volleyball vs. Yuma
YHS Big Gym |  
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

JV/ Varsity Badminton
Carl Hayden High School |  
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

22
Cross Country  
Invitational Meet 
Away | 4:00 pm - 8:00 pm

FR-SO / JV/ Varsity  
Volleyball vs. Paradise 
Honors
Paradise Honors High 
School | 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

COOP Bike Rodeo
Football Field |  
9:00 am - 10:00 AM

Hands4Paw: Club on the Rise!
By: Anaya Price

Local Club Gets Acknowledged on Live Television

A big thank you!

Hands4Paw is a club at school that’s solely based
on bettering the community. Their main focus is
to help dogs and animals, but they also host
charity events, provide services, and donate to
organizations that work to help the people in
Buckeye. During the pandemic, Hands4Paw was
at a standstill and wasn’t able to do as much as
they normally would to help out the community,

but they still managed to host a golf outing last spring in order to raise money for a local police dog to
have a vest. This charity event was especially important because the vest that police dogs use is
custom made to fit each dog, so they are expensive. Police dogs get sent into danger before officers do,
so the vests they use could potentially save them from serious danger. For all of the hard work
Hands4Paw put into getting a custom-made vest for Drax, the local news crew came in to acknowledge
their efforts and show appreciation for it. On August 26th, news station
personnel, a fellow officer from the Buckeye Police Department, and Drax
came in to accept the vest from the students. The club members got to
experience going on live television and being honored by our local heroes.
Hands4Paw will continue to be a positive aspect in our community and
work to give back. Stay tuned for upcoming events and opportunities for
you to contribute as well!

Hands4Paw: Club on the Rise!
By: Anaya Price

Local Club Gets Acknowledged on Live Television

A big thank you!

Hands4Paw is a club at school that’s solely based
on bettering the community. Their main focus is
to help dogs and animals, but they also host
charity events, provide services, and donate to
organizations that work to help the people in
Buckeye. During the pandemic, Hands4Paw was
at a standstill and wasn’t able to do as much as
they normally would to help out the community,

but they still managed to host a golf outing last spring in order to raise money for a local police dog to
have a vest. This charity event was especially important because the vest that police dogs use is
custom made to fit each dog, so they are expensive. Police dogs get sent into danger before officers do,
so the vests they use could potentially save them from serious danger. For all of the hard work
Hands4Paw put into getting a custom-made vest for Drax, the local news crew came in to acknowledge
their efforts and show appreciation for it. On August 26th, news station
personnel, a fellow officer from the Buckeye Police Department, and Drax
came in to accept the vest from the students. The club members got to
experience going on live television and being honored by our local heroes.
Hands4Paw will continue to be a positive aspect in our community and
work to give back. Stay tuned for upcoming events and opportunities for
you to contribute as well!

25 28

26

FR-SO / JV/ Varsity  

Volleyball vs. Dysart
Dysart High School |  
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

FR-SO / JV/ Varsity Volleyball 

vs. Buckeye Union
Buckeye Union |  
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Varsity Football vs.  

Deer Valley
YHS Football Field |  
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

YHS Haunted House
YHS | 6:00 pm - 10:00 pM

Senior Night
YHS Football Field |  
7:00 pm - 9:00 pM
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HELLO TO MR. EPLEY!
My name is Kelly Epley and 
I was born in Butte, Mon-
tana but my family moved 
to Phoenix when I was a 
year old so I consider myself 
a native of Arizona. I grew 
up in Glendale riding hors-
es and taking care of vari-
ous animals and was very 
involved 4-H. I graduated 
from Greenway High School 
and then attended Glen-
dale Community College 
and Ottawa University in 
Ottawa Kansas on a football 
scholarship. I finished up 
my college career and grad-
uated from Arizona State 
University with a Bachelor 
of Science in General Busi-
ness. After trying my hand 
at business management 
and owning my own busi-
ness I received my Post-Bac-
calaureate in Education in 
1992 where I received my 
first teaching job at my 
Alma-Mater Greenway High 
School and have been in 
education ever since.

I have since taught and 
coached at various schools 
during my career with stops 
at Greenway High School, 
Glendale High School, San 
Carlos High School, Thunder 
Mountain Middle School, 
Independence High School, 
Agua Fria High School, Des-
ert Edge High School, and 
my current school Youngker. 
During those stops I have 
coached football, wrestling, 
track and taught General 
Business, Computer Ap-

plications, a project-based 
technology lab class, PE-
Health, Consumer Math, Al-
gebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 
2, Algebra 2-Applications, 
Statistics and College Alge-
bra. I also had three stops 
coaching football at Glen-
dale Community College in 
the early 90’s, and the 2000 
teens.

This is my seventh year at 
Youngker High School and 
my 2nd as the Assistant 
Principal in charge of Disci-
pline/Attendance and the 
newly assigned administra-
tor in charge of Covid-19 pro-
tocol and contact tracing. 
The position I hold now is 
not one of your more glam-
orous administrative posi-
tions, but I take them very 
seriously and understand 
the vital importance it holds 
in helping Youngker High 
School run both productive-
ly, efficiently and most im-
portantly safely. I intend to 
do everything I can to insure 
Youngker High School is our 
District’s next A-School and 
our student’s high school 
experience is positive, pro-
ductive, and full of happy 
memories for our students, 
their families, faculty, and 
staff.

Go Roughriders!

-KELLY EPLEY
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL-  
DISCIPLINARY/ ATTENDANCE

Fun Facts!

• Played College Football at 
GCC and Ottawa University. 

• Coached Football/Wres-
tling/Track for over 38 years.

• I am currently and have 
been the AIA Color  
Commentator for all the 
High School Football  
Championship games on 
the Radio at the end of the 
football season for the  
last 4 years.

• I am currently and have 
been on the Arizona  
Cardinals Player and  
Coach of the Week and  
Year Committee.

Fun Facts!

• I love to workout in  
my garage.

 • I have an adopted pound 
puppy and her name is Miss 
Magnoila Moo.

• I am a also Maco Coach.

• I tore my ACL my sophomore 
year in high school playing 
Club Basketball.

HELLO ROUGHRIDER FAMILIES,

My name is Tonya Lee and I am 
the new Assistant Principal of Ath-
letics, Clubs, and Facilities here at 
Youngker High School. I am an Arizo-
na Native, born and raised in Peoria. 
I attended Centennial High School, 
Glendale Community College, and 
Grand Canyon University where I did 
play colligate volleyball.

 Growing up in a home with 3  broth-
ers and a rather competitive Mom 
and Dad, sports were always a big 
part of my life. I thrived in the gym 
pushing harder every day, learning 
more and more about myself, and 
how to be a part of a team. I knew 
in 3rd grade that I wanted to be a 
teacher and a coach, and because I 
was on an athletic scholarship, I was 
able to make those dreams come 
true.

I started teaching Culinary Arts, 
Physical Education, and Weight 
Training at Valley Vista along with 
being the Head Indoor Volleyball 
Coach, Boys Volleyball Coach and 
was one of 5 schools in the nation 
to start Beach Volleyball as a High 
School sport. I have over 18 years of 
coaching experience and am SO 

proud of every student-athlete that 
I have had the pleasure to have 
coached along the way.

I started my Athletic Director ca-
reer at Westview High School in 
2014. I am very passionate about 
empowering our student-ath-
letes with skills that will make 
them a better student, team-
mate, friend, and eventually adult. 
When we surround ourselves with  
passionate and dedicated coaches 
our student-athletes will follow their 
lead and not only meet their expec-
tation, but surpass it.

The Roughrider community has 
welcomed me with open arms and 
I am SO excited to watch Youngker 
grow not only on the field but 
exponentially in the classroom. We 
have big plans to grow our athletic 
success here at Younker and it all 
starts with your support at home!

We look forward to seeing you at the 
next event!

Go Roughriders!  

-TONYA LEE
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL- 
ATHLETICS
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HELLO ROUGHRIDER 
COMMUNITY, 
My name is Julie Williams  
and am blessed to have the 
position of Assistant Principal 
in charge of Academics.  This 
is my second year at Youngker 
High School, but my 7th year 
overall in the District.  Prior to 
coming to Youngker, I was 
a Math Teacher at Buckeye 
Union High School. 

I have not always been a 
teacher or administrator.   
Before that, I was an officer 
in the United States Navy,  
serving our country for five 
years in various locations. 

I have enjoyed being a  
part of this diverse communi-
ty and have learned so much 
in my short time here.  Since 
I work in Academics, I work 
frequently with the Guid-
ance Department.  We have 
an outstanding crew in that  
Department – from our amaz-
ing Counselors & GearUp 
coaches to our just-as-amaz-
ing Registrar and Guidance 
Assistant.  Our entire faculty 
and staff at YHS are here to 
help your student be success-
ful.  Please, if you ever have 
questions for your student 
about classes, testing, col-
lege readiness, scholarships,  
college and university en-
trance, or anything else, 
please reach out to our staff.  
We will be happy to answer 
your questions and help you 
in whatever way we can.

-JULIE WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL- 
ACADEMICS

Fun Facts!

• I enjoy playing the piano.

• I met my husband when I 
was 10 on my YMCA  
basketball team.

• My son, Keith, who is named 
after his grandfather, was 
born on that same grandfa-
ther’s birthday. (Oct. 21)

• I played Division I basketball 
at the U.S. Naval Academy.

• My hometown in Indiana is 
so small it still doesn’t have a 
stoplight!

ROUGHRIDERS 
OF THE MONTH

Congratulation to all  
awardee at Youngker High 

to be recognized of the 
month from Buckeye Union 

High School District!

Davlyn Edgettt 
ELA Teacher

Christina Chadwick 
ELA Teacher / Advisor

Wendy Goodwin
Health Clerk

Monika Hooper
Athletic Secretary/ 

Bookstore

EMPLOYEE OF  
THE MONTH!

John Potter
Mainentence Tech

CLASSIFIED DISTRICT  
EMPLOYEE!

FUTURE READY DISTRICT 
STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Isabella Mendez

ROUGHRIDERS 
HOMECOMING
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YOUNGKER HIGH SCHOOL 
3000 S. Apache Road,  

Buckeye, AZ 85326

Your YHS counseling team has been hard at work supporting over 2,000 students this school 
year. Celeste Taylor, Deb Jackson, Sara Townsley and Teresa Cabrera have worked to attend to 
the academic, socio-emotional, and post-graduate planning needs for our Roughrider schol-
ars. In the first two months of this fall semester, counselors were able to meet with each grade 
level in their classes to discuss graduation requirements, upcoming opportunities, advice, and 
administer Needs Assessments to plan for our school counseling program of events. Based off 
of our Needs Assessment data we have already been able to host an ACE information session 
to the over 150 10th graders interested in the program! Our Gear Up team of Denise El Habach 
and Christina Taylor have put on several after-school events to support our parents and stu-
dents including a FAFSA night, Senior Parent night, and a College and Career Readiness night. 
The YHS Gear Up coaches and school counselors are excited to provide more opportunities to 
our students and continue to support them in their high school and after high school goals.

Ms. Townsley : sara.townsley@buhsd.org
Ms. Taylor : celeste.taylor@buhsd.org
Ms. El Habach: denise.el.habach@buhsd.org

Ms. Cabrera: teresa.cabrera@buhsd.org
Ms. Jackson: debra.jackson@buhsd.org
Ms. Taylor: christina.taylor@buhsd.org

CONTACT INFORMATION

@ YoungkerHS

Wildlife management continues to add native trees and plants to the campus garden. They 
are currently working on adding a watering system to keep the plants healthy. The goal of this 
garden is to provide a beautiful place on campus for students and staff alike to enjoy during 
the fall and spring. Mrs. Wolfe and her class are excited to add to the beauty of the campus and 
prove everyone with a little bit of Arizona nature.

Mole Day is Oct 23rd and celebrates the teeny tiny atom and all of things it allows us to do. 
Much like a dozen tells us there are 12 of some thing, the mole is a unit used in science to de-
scribe 6.02x1023 things. A mole of jelly beans would fill the Grand Canyon twice! If you spent 
1 billion dollars a second, it would take you 19 millions years to spend a mole of dollars. Yet, a 
mole of table salt will have a mass of just 58 grams or 2 oz! That’s the size of a 9 volt battery! 
Atoms are amazingly small!


